Nostalgia — Is it what it used to be?

By John Mulye GOVEH

| have been quite interested in history since | was in my early 20’s and could travel to places of
historic interest. | don’'t mean castles, stately homes etc., but museums and industrial areas with a
technological base, old books and equipment both electrical and mechanical in other words boats,
trains, planes and machinery, big boy’s toys. When | was at school, history all seemed to be about
the 100 years war, treaty of Utrecht, the Jacobite rebellion and of course, myriads of dates,
locations and people, all of which made no sense to me at all. It seemed to be all disconnected,
and bore no relationship to me or my life.

I remember during the summer holidays the council had a scheme for youngsters called ‘Happy
Holidays’. This scheme allowed us to go on visits and take part in activities that were supervised
by leaders and organised by the local council. | must have been about 14 at the time and
remember visiting the British Railway workshops at Stratford and another time the Ford works at
Dagenham. This was | think | got my first taste of engineering in the real world.

This brings me to the early part of 2008 when we were asked if we could help in packing up the
RSGB’s Radio Museum and library for storage. Having been to the museum a number of times |
felt very sad that a very nice little museum dedicated to amateur radio could well disappear.
Members of LEFARS duly went once a week to box and label all the exhibits.

The library is quite extensive and some of the magazines were deemed to be, surplus to
requirements. As luck would have it | was offered a large box of ‘old magazines’. These turned
out to be a mixture of Wireless World, Popular Wireless and many more long deceased titles all
covering from 1922 to 1946. In other words, they hold information on the history of wireless and
electronics, which is ideal for those interested in history.

Reading- through them, there are construction articles from crystal sets to the more modern radios.
It is amazing the number of adverts for sets, components, designs etc.

In an advertisement for antenna masts from 1922 (next page), there was little or no planning
permission required, so you could effectively put up what you liked or could afford. Trawling
through the magazines, one sees photographs of amateur aerial installations which modern day
amateurs would be very envious of.
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Pabutar Wireless Weekly, January 20th, 1923.
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St SIMPSON & BLYTHE, | Sodiglh

applied for. | STANLEY HOUSE, 8 & 9, Sherwood St., PICCADILLY _ or agents,

TURRET, WIRELESS
GROUND & ROGF
MASTS

DESIGNED BY NAVAL EXPERTS
NO CURRENT JUMP OR STEEL TO
RUST,

SELECTED OQF::..&.._.M? UNBREAKABLE
PINE, 2{-in. BASE (TAPERING).
WEIGHS 56 ihs. EASY TO FIX.
(TELESCOPIC TOP MAST.)

SENT IN LIGHT 16-il, BUNDLE..
PRICES.
Cround Masls,
28-ft. Mast, in 2 sections, rompleto a9/6
36-ft. Mast, in 3 scelionz, complete ... 69/6
42-4t, Mast, in 3 zections, with Tels-
senpic Top Pole ... ; e e 1916
(AlL with Pastal)

FIXINGCS FOR ANY ROOF.
Special Wrought Iron Brackets. Supporis
1 cwt. on Eaves, Chimneys, or Town

Copings. Mo Damage to Brickwork,

ALUMINIUM SPREADERS AND CANTI-
LEVER STAYS SAVES ROOF WIRES.

ROOF MASTS.
13-ft, Mast (for Light Aerial
mininm Spreaders and T
Wires, Brackets for attaching to '
raof (1 cwt, straia), all Fittings ... 45/
16-1t, Mast (for Heavy Aerials) e G5)e
28-ft, Mast, in 2 sectisnz, bhut Guy
Wires and Roof Plate: (all Fittings) 75/-
Masts without wail brackets and
plates ... any e e 28/8, 388, 490

g-1t. Columbian Pine Spars, 13-in. Al
minium Carl Bnds. Welght, 21 1he
)

Strain, 1 ewt. (For Aerials. 59

Planning permission! Wassat guv'nor
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Oh happy days...
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Gamages Stocktaking Clearance

of Wireless Sets and Sundries
Large Surplus Stocks to be Sacrificed UNDER COST.

New and Perfect Goods. You Buy on the Money back Guarantee..
Post your order, or Come Early and Look over the Bargams.

ADJSTABLE  BIG BARGAINS IN

coorte VARIA BLE
- GONDENSERS

esy mmlly \\:lh Uhui
PRICE

GAMAGES “HOME”
COMPLETE CRYSTAL
RECEIVING SET

Made in Polished Mahogany, and of superior
workmanship throughout, Designed to cover a
range’ of wave-lengths from 300 to 2,000 metres,
and to receive telephony messages from broad-
casting stations over 20 miles. - Spark telegraphy

trongly made and very reliable
ion shows one type of oandenscr offered,

ur ~lfu<3\ Wh*\i“‘\é" F cral types, all of “1‘““ i upto 200 miles. Ship and station messages—all
. 0f rc'wm"k“ :‘I 5. Tt prioe : can be obtained. Nocomplicated circuits to join up,

y ; ”.“;"é"" "-j:,ﬁ s i Acemplete unit (as shown), ready
B s :gs 1 i for working. List Price £4 19s, Gd. 6

= [, 196 H
HICH TENSION BATTERY BOX goE L el SALE PRICE
Ir{l}'g&r?‘\"c dlcxalgnlmm Itv?m bo 1|r.l and nrpu.rh‘ p l":::“':) . 58 o FIXEB GBNDENSfRS

o indshed in po 'l‘ wed mahogany with chonite - mounted in

\[jrlv of the finest copper fofl and mica s
0!

t
op. Desigs hed mahogany container with choni

1 te
of 105 volts

|u al output
s!'\iu steps
of 15 volts. SALEPR 19/9

o eont uul only,
Small size to take 60 volts, 4 nrm ngs,
container only. SALE PRICE ]4 9

wp, filled with

araflin wax to cnsure good
tnsulation. ocked n the
following capacities

3

num“{ 000 &)
SPECIAL HIGH-TENSION i Cikeled oy
BATTERIES ”‘ss;;s%m =

GAMAGE STUB SWITGH_ES

Ebonite Knab,
Spring. Spindla
and Lock Nuts,
ws, SALE PRICE

o s gy e o AR DIELECTRIC TYPE vnmamz
Bizc 9in. x 3 in. x } in, i Gﬂlﬂ]ﬂlsms i

rad U T[cunn Calibration).
e, Of the best

F“'AMEHT 3 ship, ocrtrlral)y and FHEQU{NBY
HESISTANGE ‘Jl'r)p)ﬂml bottom_ panels it AMP”FIER

|
1
|
: |
|
|
1
=
|

kb

d, Tounde
Detn.ncz] m

Filament Resistance fnr

made. ance - of
wire 7 ohims. lxeep=

onal value.
w, List price, 40
! SALE . 1

PRICE

Polished maho gan v
eabinet with c¢lonita

i 50/-

Components from Gamages in 1922. Prices were quite high when one considers the average
wage was probably £3 or so per week. Those of a certain age will no doubt remember the store.
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The programme times and wavelengths of stations in the UK and near foreign stations.

It must be

borne in mind that in 1922 there were only a dozen or so broadcast stations operating. Note the
tabletop receiver on the left hand photo.
| often think that this period was one of the most interesting for the amateur constructor.

pioneering stuff.

Mr. A. A. Swaseland’s home-made set, 74, Grenard
Road, Peckbam. . ~

Another Wonder Valve.
EWS is to hand of a new valve dis-
covery from the General Electric Co.’s

laboratories,
The valve, it is stated, can deal with
1,000 kilowatts, the equivalent of 1,300 h.p.
By coating the filament with a la;wr of .
thorium oxide yipghgapoth of an inch
-thxcktﬂmeﬂectmné?w:smcmsseﬂ.ahmdreﬁ
thousand times. Dr. Trving Langmuir—
whose articles on the new type of valve
-a.ppem-ed in PorurAr WIRELESS some time
yet find his imvention rendered
obﬂolew {y thxs new va.lve ‘marvel,
*
Backward nﬂum.

WING to the fni;l’u;e aftht.he Marconi
Company to obtain the necessary
hucnceamfmm the Government for the

erection of high-power wireless stations in
this country, o crigis has arisen in the con-
sortinm of wireless companies of Great
PBritain, France, Germany, and the United
States which was formed for inter-com-
munication with the South American
Republics. The situation was under discus-
gion ab a conference which took place in
London recently, et which the following
representatives were present :

Great Bntmn. Mr. Godirey Tsaacs and

Colonel A, F. H. Simpson: America, Mr.

« Station. cmm Wave-length Remarks.
" in metres,
| London asti
Station, Strand ~ .. 2LO .. 309 .. Usually overy evening, 5 to 5.45 pom.;
b > T . 'Imr.iﬂ‘.!ONcws 7.15 Orchestra ;
Sl Y A 8.25 to 10.30 Music. i
Newcastle  Broadeasting -~ -« ©
- Station -~ .. .. BNO .. 400 As a rule from 7 to 10 p.m.
Manchester Broadcasting
e e A i e Ezle[x'y evening, usually Emm 4.30 to
- o Pm.
Birmingham  (Witton o - .
B i Ehﬁon’ 5IT .. 425 .. Every evening, usually from 6.30 to 10
‘p-m. (News, Concerts, etc.).
Gla Broadoasting .
58C .. 415 .. Commencing shortly.
; Gardﬂf :Bmadcadmg ; d .
Station .. S5WA .. 3% . Service commencing shortly.
Croydon ve .. GED .. 000 Throughout day to acroplanes.
Wﬁtﬂe,]!‘me: - o BEET .. 400 - ., Bervice discontinued.
‘Paris .. o e s 2600 .. 1L15am. Waathnrnﬂnrb;ﬂ.m-'lp.m.
‘Weather report and Concert; 10.10
e Weather report.
Konigswusterhausen ., LP .. 2800 .. Between 6 and 7 a.m., betwoen 11 and
GG 1,085 ﬁum.mao a;dhbegm*(“d: L%E.Fm-
The 0 o oo PG PR P.m. m
S o OBVH ., 1100 .. 120 aad 1050 'c. Teleph
Radm-Eleehmquu,l’m — .. 1,365 .. 5.5p.m. News Items; 5.15 to 6. ) Con-
cert; 8.45 p.m. Ncwslm 9to 10
pam. Omwnrh.
School of Pustn and ;
Telegraphs, Paris .. —— .. 450 .. Every Tuesday and Thursday, 7.45-

I 1YIG. ISIF UNATIES 1ATSONS PIESIaed
Sir Oliver entitled his address ** The
tOngm or. Basis.of Wireless Gommnm
ion

'mnt Indispensable Ether,

The Ilccturer emphasised that we
should nothemtntntospasknnﬁthmknf
the ether of space as the continuous

is to be sitnated at the Port-Dundas
Power Station, is now in course of
erection. ¥t will, when completed,
) in er and in ent to the
Lond(m roadcasting station, so that
wireless enthusiasts will be

e?ua ly well served so far as the means.
transmission is concerned. .

What 'you can hear
. every evening, of dm week on your set.
TELE‘EOH 'AND MUSIC ' TRANSMISSIONS.

10 pom. Saturdays, 4.30-7.30 p.m.

Note.—See mmounoemonu in Press for last minute alterations in times of Broad-
ocasting Programmes. No mhng during hours of public worship on Sundays.

Nore.—The Bar Lightship, Liverpool, much teleph

4o £Y

Iuvert. (A M},m

sends talephony u.t 7 s.m. 9 ., 11 am., be heard from St
12 noon, 1 p.m., two hours until  Bourget (Z M), and Brussels (B A V). These
9 pm. 3 "DoeI: ce.” Liverpool stations are quite powerful, but they call for

a little extra care in tuning. Wm'oﬂlmgﬂa

answers ** Bar Ship.”
900

In addition to” tho regolar

transmissions, metres.
carried on between the British amateur All times given aro G.M.T.

Real

be -

Amateurs were then at the cutting edge of technology and now 88 years on, the amateur
experimenter has been passed by, which is to be expected and is how we progress, but | think we
have lost something of the enquiring spirit of why and how which we should be passing on to the

next generation.
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John GOVEH
E-mail: mailto:gOveh@lefars.org.uk
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