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Nostalgia – Is it what it used to be? 
By John Mulye G0VEH 
 
I have been quite interested in history since I was in my early 20’s and could travel to places of 
historic interest.  I don’t mean castles, stately homes etc., but museums and industrial areas with a 
technological base, old books and equipment both electrical and mechanical in other words boats, 
trains, planes and machinery, big boy’s toys.  When I was at school, history all seemed to be about 
the 100 years war, treaty of Utrecht, the Jacobite rebellion and of course, myriads of dates, 
locations and people, all of which made no sense to me at all.  It seemed to be all disconnected, 
and bore no relationship to me or my life. 
 
I remember during the summer holidays the council had a scheme for youngsters called ‘Happy 
Holidays’.  This scheme allowed us to go on visits and take part in activities that were supervised 
by leaders and organised by the local council.  I must have been about 14 at the time and 
remember visiting the British Railway workshops at Stratford and another time the Ford works at 
Dagenham.  This was I think I got my first taste of engineering in the real world. 
 
This brings me to the early part of 2008 when we were asked if we could help in packing up the 
RSGB’s Radio Museum and library for storage.  Having been to the museum a number of times I 
felt very sad that a very nice little museum dedicated to amateur radio could well disappear.  
Members of LEFARS duly went once a week to box and label all the exhibits. 
 
The library is quite extensive and some of the magazines were deemed to be, surplus to 
requirements.  As luck would have it I was offered a large box of ‘old magazines’.  These turned 
out to be a mixture of Wireless World, Popular Wireless and many more long deceased titles all 
covering from 1922 to 1946.  In other words, they hold information on the history of wireless and 
electronics, which is ideal for those interested in history. 
 
Reading- through them, there are construction articles from crystal sets to the more modern radios.  
It is amazing the number of adverts for sets, components, designs etc. 
 
In an advertisement for antenna masts from 1922 (next page), there was little or no planning 
permission required, so you could effectively put up what you liked or could afford.  Trawling 
through the magazines, one sees photographs of amateur aerial installations which modern day 
amateurs would be very envious of. 
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Oh happy days... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Components from Gamages in 1922.  Prices were quite high when one considers the average 
wage was probably £3 or so per week.  Those of a certain age will no doubt remember the store. 
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The programme times and wavelengths of stations in the UK and near foreign stations.  It must be 
borne in mind that in 1922 there were only a dozen or so broadcast stations operating.  Note the 
tabletop receiver on the left hand photo. 
I often think that this period was one of the most interesting for the amateur constructor.  Real 
pioneering stuff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amateurs were then at the cutting edge of technology and now 88 years on, the amateur 
experimenter has been passed by, which is to be expected and is how we progress, but I think we 
have lost something of the enquiring spirit of why and how which we should be passing on to the 
next generation. 
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John G0VEH 
E-mail: mailto:g0veh@lefars.org.uk 


